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 The Neue Banater Zeitung of Timi oara under the editorship of Nikolaus Bergwanger 

(With special regard to the student pages) 

 

 After eight years of the foundation of the German central newspaper Neuer Weg in 

Bucharest in 1949  the leaders of the Socialist Republic of Romania decided to stipple the  

“emancipated” Romanian media life with further German regional newspapers. So, in 1957 the 

Karpatenrundschau in Braşov, Die Wahrheit in Timişoara was founded.1 

 Considering communism as a given crisis, that has hampered the rights of the individual, the 

freedom of speech and the freedom of the press, we can say that the Neue Banater Zeitung was able 

to show an improvement during the most difficult social circumstances, the proceeds of which – the 

preservation of the culture, the traditions and the identity of the Banat Swabians and of the Germans  

in Romania generally- still can be evaluated as an outstanding performance. 

 Nikolaus Bergwanger NBZ-editor's work (1969-1984) is an excellent example of how the 

crisis can be endowed with value-adding role. In my thesis I would like to reflect mainly to the  

wide variety of student pages that appeared under the editorship of Bergwanger. 

 Bergwanger was a real journalist who made a stand for his staff and the principles of his 

community even in the most distressed years.2 During his time the format and the spirit of the 

newspaper had been changed.3 The 34-year-old journalist had come from the editorial staff of the 

Neuer Weg in Timişoara and despite his dynamism had been a controversial personality among the 

readers because of his political activity.4 Thanks to his political functions he was able to make out 

of the NBZ  - to a certain extent – a readable and valuable newspaper, not only a paper of the party. 

 With the shift to a smaller format Bergwanger was ahead of his time. He might have 

considered this change as a key to survival5 and history proved him right. 

 Although Bergwanger's unconcealed aim was to increase the readership, taking into account 

the numerous new, mostly cultural supplements, it can not be said about the changed Neue Banater 

Zeitung that professionally or in its content have been degraded due to its smaller format. 
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Bergwanger has created the "Pipatsch” dialectical supplement, the "NBZ-Kulturbote" cultural 

supplement, several local special pages (for Arad, Lugo , Jimbolia, Sînnicolau Mare), the new 

sport section that was loved and appreciated not only among the German-speaking readership but 

also among other readers from the whole country and many student pages. 

 The supplement of the university students was named Universitas, the students of the 

Nikolaus Lenau high school in Timişoara had their Lenau-Schüler-Stimmen, the Jugendtribüne 

addressed high school students from Arad, Sînnicolau Mare, Lugoş, Jimbolia and Reşiţa monthly 

from 26th of October 1972. 

 Several pages were dedicated to high schools from Banat under the heading „Wir über uns”. 

The editorial board of these pages included students and NBZ journalists. On the part of the NBZ 

usually Rosl Fink6 was the responsible editor of these pages, the Jugendtribüne was lead by Franz 

Thomas Schleich.7 

 Giving the lie to the socio-political context of the time, the NBZ assured  generous 

publishing opportunities to young writers, and so helped by the development of the literary group 

Aktionsgruppe Banat. It published for example the works of the future Nobel laureate Herta Müller. 

 This versatility helped the NBZ to stand out among the local papers in Romania and to turn 

into  "regional newspaper" - in 1972 numbering about 15,000 readers.8 

 Bergwanger and its newspaper endeavored to represent the interests of the community and 

raise awareness of the readers of the importance of the homeland in an era in which the other events 

and decisions at country level amplified the sense of alienation and rootlessness.9 

 The Neue Banater Zeitung forged virtue of the crisis. For its long-term success is no better 

proof than the fact that it is still readable and it is a reliable document of an era and a landscape, it is 

an authentic cultural, economic and political reflection of a community that has already been broken 

up.10 
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